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URGENCY ORDINANCE - EXTENSION OF MORATORIUM ON
ESTABLISHING ANY MEDICAL MARIJUANA DISPENSARIES

APRIL 19, 2005

For the City Council to consider a request to extend the time period of the
urgency ordinance that established a moratorium to prohibit the
establishment of any medical marijuana dispensaries.

1. The City Council established an urgency ordinance to place a 45-day
moratorium on the establishment of any medical marijuana
dispensaries on March 15, 2005.

2. The original moratorium provides a limited timeframe for the City to
develop and evaluate provisions to regulate this land use.

3. The Supreme Court case of Ashcroft v. Raich, which is currently
debating whether Federal or State law takes precedence over
regulating this issue, has not yet rendered its decision.

4. The City has not had sufficient time since adopting the urgency
ordinance one month ago to adequately research and development
regulations regarding medical marijuana dispensaries.

5. The urgency ordinance can be extended for an additional 22 months
and 15 days.

Additional time is needed for staff to evaluate the issues involved and to
develop appropriate regulations regarding medical marijuana dispensaries.
If the City Council extends this moratorium by a four-fifths vote, it would
be in effect until March 13, 2007. Should the legal and procedural issues
be resolved before that date, a recommendation will be brought forth to
consider terminating the moratorium.

Health and Safety Code section 11362.5 et seq, SB 420, City of Paso
Robles Zoning Ordinance



Fiscal
Impact: None

Options: After considering the public testimony received, the City Council will be asked
to select one of the following options:

a. Introduce for first reading Ordinance No. 05-XXX establishing an
extension of the moratorium on establishing any and all medical
marijuana dispensaries for an additional 22 months and 15 days, to be in
effect until March 13, 2007.

b.  Amend, modify, or reject the above option.

Attachment:

Urgency Ordinance No. 05-XXX
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